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T HE Columbia Broadcast- 
ing System’s news divi- 
sion opened a four-hoir in- 
quiry last night into the find- 
ings of the Warren Commis- 
sion report on the assassina- 
tion of President Kennedy, On 
the first program the net- 
work concluded that Lee Har- 
vey Oswald was an as? ass in 
and did have ample tine to 
fire the three shots attrib- 
uted to him. 

By reconstruction ot the 
circumstances of the assassi- 
nation and the conduct of its 
own experiments the C.B.S. 
inquiry " answered' to its satis- 
faction that Oswald was in 
the- Texas- Book Depository, 
and could have' fired the Ital- 
ian rifle as the Warren Re- 
port said he did. It suggest- 
ed th$t the arguments o i the 
critics (of $h4*report 'on these 
particular points did not s :and 
the test of ca-reful scrutiny. 

An assessment of the 
C.B.S. inquiry necess irily 
will have to await the sub- 
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sequent installments sched- 
uled for tonight, tomorrow 
and Wednesday. In the light 
of the first program’s con- 
clusions, suggesting that 
Oswald may have had more 
time than the Warren Report 
thought, C.B.S. implicitly set 
the stage for continued sup- 
port of the Warren findings. 

It can be argued that, if 
such a course is taken bv the 
network, C.B.S. will have 
con tnbuted ef f e cti vely to 
answering the many critics 
of the report. But it would 
then seem all the more re- 
grettable that in its advance 
promotion C.B.S. calculatedly 
sought to capitalize on the 
controversy to whip up in- 
terest in its undertaking. 
Points of controversy are 
legitimate subjects for the 
inquiry itself, huti /they are 
less suited to exploitation 
after the network thinks it 
has found valid answers 
worth passing on to its large 
audience. J G 



